Hegel was among the first to interpret the geographic triad of Germany-FranceEngland as expressing three different existential attitudes: German reflective thoroughness, French revolutionary hastiness, English moderate utilitarian pragmatism; in terms of political stance, this triad can be read as German conservatism, French revolutionary radicalism and English moderate liberalism; in terms of the predominance of one of the spheres of social life, it is German metaphysics and poetry versus French politics and English economy.
…We have such a multitude of the toilet types because there is a traumatic excess which each of them tries to accommodate -according to Lacan, one of the features which distinguishes man from animals is precisely that, with humans, the disposal of shit becomes a problem.
The reference to toilets enables us not only to discern the same triad in the most intimate domain of performing the excremental function, but also to generate the underlying mechanism of this triad in the three different attitudes towards excremental e x c e s s : a m b i g u o u s contemplative fascination; the hasty attempt to get rid of the unpleasant excess as f a s t a s p o s s i b l e ; t h e pragmatic approach to treat the excess as an ordinary object to be disposed of in an appropriate way. So, it is easy for an academic to claim at a round table that we live in a post-ideological universe -the moment he visits the restroom after the heated discussion, he is again deep-knee in ideology. The ideological investment of such references to utility is attested by their dialogical character: the American toilet acquires its meaning only through its differential r e l a t i o n t o Fr e n c h a n d German toilets. We have such a multitude of the toilet types because there is a traumatic excess which each of them tries to accommodate -according to Lacan, one of the features which distinguishes man from animals is precisely that, with humans, the disposal of shit becomes a problem. And, to reach in an even more intimate domain, do we not encounter the same semiotic triangle in the three main hair-styles of the feminine sex organ's pubic hair? The wildly grown, unkept pubic hair indexes the hippy attitude of natural spontaneity; yuppies prefer the disciplinatory procedure of a French garden (one shaves the hair on both sides close to the legs, so that all that remains is a narrow band in the middle with a clear-cut shave line); in the punk attitude, the vagina is wholly shaved and furnished with rings (usually attached to a perforated clitoris) -is this not yet another version of the Levi-Straussian semiotic triangle of 'raw' wild hair, wellkept 'baked' hair and shaved 'boiled' hair? One can see how even the most intimate attitude towards one's body is used to make an ideological statement.
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